
 
Wednesday July 29, 2015 

7:30-8:20 Registration & Breakfast 

8:20-8:30 Opening remarks by Day 1 Summit Chair    
 
8:30-9:00 Keynote Presentation: Status and Update on the New York REV  

The State of New York and the New York PSC have embarked on one of the most 
comprehensive regulatory reforms for transmission and distribution utilities.  Known as 
REV 2.0, this is envisioned as a key enabler for the next generation grid, carving out new 
roles and opportunities for both utilities and third party providers of technologies and 
services at the grid edge.  Only time will tell if this could this be a future utility business 
model. This presentation will provide an up-to-the-minute status report on this 
pioneering effort. 

 
9:00-10:00 Panel: Regulatory and Policy Update 

"Reforming the Energy Vision" (REV) is a major decision-making process underway now 
to transform the retail electricity market and overhaul New York's energy efficiency and 
renewable energy programs. The stated goal of the proceeding is to create a cleaner, 
more affordable, more modern and more efficient energy system in New York, through 
the increased development of distributed energy resources, like rooftop solar, energy 
efficiency, and battery storage. What is the current status and future of REV? How are 
distribution system operators (DSOs) affected by current policies and regulations and 
what changes will emerge? 
 
Panelist: 
Becky Harrison, CEO, GRIDWISE ALLIANCE 
Rima Oueid, Senior Policy Advisor, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
 

10:00-10:30 Morning refreshment and networking break 

10:30-11:30 Panel Discussion: Introducing a Distribution System Operator (DSO) 
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The centerpiece of REV is the development of a "distributed system platform" (DSP) that 
will enable the integration of distributed generation and other DERs, including energy 
efficiency, demand response, energy storage, and electric vehicles. The DSP will also 
provide the interface between the wholesale bulk power system and increasingly 
diverse retail markets that are a mix of customer load as well as new sources of supply 
and energy services. By pursuing a DSP based market, New York will be the first in the 
nation to institutionalize the concept of a distribution system operator (DSO). What is 
the role the distribution utility can play in enabling market based deployment of DER, 
load management and greater efficiency, including peak load reductions? This session 
will also include details surrounding a value based service transaction. 
 
Panelists: 
James Gallagher, Executive Director, NEW YORK STATE SMART GRID CONSORTIUM 
Christian Grant, Advisor, DELOITTE CONSULTING 
Lawrence E. Jones, Vice President, Utility Innovations & Infrastructure Resilience, 
ALSTOM GRID INC. 
Shane O'Quinn, Vice President, Business Development, ENBALA POWER NETWORKS 
Beth Reid, CEO, OLIVINE 
 

11:30-12:30 Panel Discussion: Business Model and Policy Transformation—How Do Utilities 
Profitably Get into Distributed Solar, DG and Microgrid Markets? 
Utilities face an “unavoidable shift” and don’t have any choice but to embrace 
distributed solar. In many regions of the country, utilities are wary of rooftop solar, 
largely because it makes operating the grid more difficult while spreading the costs of 
doing so over a smaller customer base. It’s a problem no utility wants to have. However, 
a few utilities and generation owners have begun to explore business models that would 
feature development and ownership of distributed solar assets. Can distributed 
technologies be integrated into the grid to the point where they help manage the 
increasingly complex needs of New York's power system? How are utilities now incented 
to get the customer to use less energy? 
 
Panelist: 
Paul DeCotis, Director, WEST MONROE PARTNERS 
 

12:30-2:00 Group Luncheon 

2:00-3:00 Panel Discussion: Dynamic Grid of the Future 
 How can utilities and jurisdictions learn from what NY REV is trying to achieve? Will it 

affect decisions when other states implement a Grid 2.0 Transformation?  
 
 Panelists: 

Gregg Rotenberg, President, SMART WIRES 

2 | P a g e  
 



Maria Seidler, Director, Policy and Grant, Alternative Energy Solutions 
DOMINION RESOURCES, INC.  
 

3:00-3:30 Afternoon refreshment and networking break 

3:30-4:30 Panel Discussion: Microgrids' Role in REV & Other New York State Initiatives 
In 2014, New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) 
proposed a $5 billion Clean Energy Fund to advance clean, resilient and affordable 
energy. REV is designed to advance the state’s move toward more distributed energy. 
Microgrids will play a key role in the plan, as the state strives to increase energy 
resiliency in the wake of Hurricane Sandy. New York State has also announced $40 
million in prizes for ten community microgrid projects earlier this year. This session will 
provide the latest on microgrid opportunities and funding, and will address key technical 
challenges and considerations, including: 
• Microgrid controls for enhanced energy resilience of critical infrastructure 
•      Integrating multiple resources with differing operating characteristics 
•      Optimization 
•      Autonomous operations 
 
Panelists: 
John Dodson, Owner, THAYER GATE DEVELOPMENT 
Greg Thomson, Director of Programs, CLEAN COALITION 
Ryan Wartena, Chief Executive Officer & Board Member, GELI 
 

4:30-5:30 Panel Discussion: Business Model and Financing - Evolution of State Support 
Clean energy finance is thriving in New York State. By offering attractive interest rates 
and other incentives to stimulate interest from the private sector, ‘green banks’ 
encourage investment in clean energy projects that may otherwise have difficulty 
obtaining private financing. Ideally, these initial deals then set the stage for an active 
and self-sustaining market in renewable energy and energy efficiency finance. This panel 
will highlight various state efforts and will explore how the private sector views the 
potential for the sector. 
 
Panelist: 
Rory Christian, Director, New York Clean Energy, ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENSE FUND 
Mackey Dykes, VP & COO, CONNECTICUT GREEN BANK 
Rick Fioravanti, Vice President, Distributed Energy Resources, DNV GL 
 

5:30   Summit Day 1 Adjourns 

Thursday July 30, 2015 
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7:00-8:00 Registration & Breakfast 

8:00-8:30 Keynote Presentation: Structural and Operational Changes in Response to the Changing 
Utility Landscape 

• Wholesale/Retail Market Seams 
• Bulk Power/Distribution Operational Boundaries 
• Comparison of NY DSP and CA DSO initiative 

 
8:30-9:30 Panel Discussion:  Regulators View of NY REV 

What are regulators in neighboring ISOs doing regarding the same issues, if anything? 
The initiative is a bold move - what are the regulators thoughts? 

 
9:30-10:30 Panel Discussion: Role of Energy Storage in the NY Market 

A major problem has been identified as renewable energy assets reach higher 
percentages of the generation mix: at certain times of the day too much power is 
delivered, especially in the shoulder seasons.  While intermittency associated with 
renewables can be dealt with by installing flexible generation assets, this oversupply 
requires new types of technologies. What is the role of solar in the market? How is it 
incentivized? This panel will explore the use cases for energy storage in relation to over-
generation. 
 
Panelist: 
John Cerveny, Director of Resource Development, NEW YORK BATTERY AND ENERGY 
STORAGE TECHNOLOGY CONSORTIA (NY-BEST) 
Darren Hammell, Chief Strategy Officer & Co-Founder, PRINCETON POWER SYSTEMS 
Margarett Jolly, Director R&D, CONSOLIDATED EDISON COMPANY OF NEW YORK 
 

10:30-11:00 Morning refreshment and networking break 

11:00-12:00 Panel Discussion: Interface Between Retail and Wholesale Markets 
A central part of the REV is that New York will have a system operator at the distribution 
level. Dubbed the Distributed System Platform (DSP) Provider, this entity will serve as a 
retail-level dispatcher for a grid supplied not only by traditional power plants, but also 
by a vastly expanded fleet of Distributed Energy Resources (DER). What type of entity 
will fill that role? How will this new market coordinate with NYISO's wholesale electricity 
markets?  How can real-time rates and products be aligned so that strange incentives 
and market distortions can be avoided? 
 
Panelist: 
Michael DeSocio, Manager, Energy Market Design, NYISO 
Lawrence E. Jones, Vice President, Utility Innovations & Infrastructure Resilience, 
ALSTOM GRID INC. 
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12:00  Summit Adjourns 
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